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1. FOREIGN STUDENTS ENROLLED in the 12 Lombardy Universities:
how many they are, where they are from, what programmes they are attending (1/2)

These 17,000 foreign students (with no Italian citizenship) represent:

§ 6,3% of the total students (foreign + Italian) enrolled in Lombardy (in Italy the corresponding
percentage is 3,8%, in the Ocse countries 6,9%*)

§ 25% of the total foreign students enrolled in Italy

11,982
13,126

15,353
16,515

17,050

+42%

* % referred to international students: students who leave their country of origin and move to another one to study. 2
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Nearly half enrolled on graduate programmes, 
with strong growth for PhD programmes

Var. % compared to the academic year 2008-09

1. FOREIGN STUDENTS ENROLLED in the 12 Lombardy Universities:
how many they are, where they are from, what programmes they are attending (2/2)
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6,732

7,745

8,643
8,950

10,012

+49%

2. ERASMUS AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL MOBILITY PROGRAMMES 
(1/2)

More and more Italians (+49%) 
have international experiences … 
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2,885
(52%)

2,622
(48%)

Erasmus
Other mobility programmes

… and more and more incoming international students (+22%) are attracted by Lombardy …

4,515
4,716

5,245
5,530 5,507

3,347
(61%)

26
(1%) 1,266

(23%)

741
(13%)

127
(2%)

Europa
Africa
America
Asia
Oceania

… almost 2/3 of them
come from Europe

Spain leads the 
ranking of Countries of 

origin

2. ERASMUS AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL MOBILITY PROGRAMMES 
(2/2)

+22%
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Research
Joint International Programmes (Double Degree + Joint PhD)
Exchange
Other

6
8 over 10 agreements with European

academic institutions, but Asia is growing

2,757

3,843
4,251 4,389

4,903

Nearly 5,000 agreements with all over the world, mainly exchange agreements

27%
72%

1%
41%
47%

91%

Oceania

Asia

Africa

South-Centre America

North America

Europe

3. INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS (1/2)

Europe; 76%
North America; 6%

Centre-Sud Amer.; 8%

Africa; 1%

Asia; 8%

Oceania; 1%
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272 joint international programmes: double degree and joint PhD

173

223
259

289 272

Var. % compared to the academic year 2008-09

3. INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS (2/2)

Joint international programmes
increased by +57% 

in the last five years



The peak is reached in the current academic year
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4. SUPPLY OF PROGRAMMES FULLY TAUGHT IN ENGLISH (1/2)

101

132
157 153 147 160

a.y. 2013-14



48%

15% 1%

31%

4%

Technology-Engineering

Medicine-Biology

Law

Economics

Humanities/Art
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4. SUPPLY OF PROGRAMMES FULLY TAUGHT IN ENGLISH (2/2)

Half of the programmes in English 
concern technogical-engineering field

5% 29%

32%

34%

Undergraduate

Graduate

Master

PhD

2/3 of the programmes in English 
are PhD and Masters

Academic year 2013-14
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5. KEY FINDINGS ABOUT THE 12 LOMBARDY UNIVERSITIES

• Increasing internationalisation: 17,000 foreign students in 2012-2013, up 42% in 
the past 5 years.

• Increasing international mobility of students: 10,000 outgoing students and 5,500 
incoming.

• Enhanced educational programmes: 5,000 international agreements with 
academic institutions all over the world and 160 courses taught completely in 
English, mainly PhD and Masters.

• Educational courses redesigned to improve Universities’ international
attractiveness and to improve the competitiveness of students in an increasingly
globalised labour market.

• Local labour market show an increasing demand for Italian and foreign candidates
with a pronounced international profile, acquired during their education-career. 


